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r\?" Muted green cabinetry creates a welcoming feel
* in Simone and Keith Wilkins's country-style kitchen
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frer spending months planning a kitchen refurbishment in their previous

A property, Simone Wilkins and her husband Keith knew exactly what they
had to do when they were faced with a dark wood and cream-painted

scheme in their new home, a Victorian semi-detached house. “The kitchen was in
pretty good order when we viewed the property five years ago although we could
see it hadn’t been touched by the previous owners,” explains Simone, who runs a
greetings card business. ‘However, after we moved in, we noticed that the units
were not just very tired bur there hadn’t been much thought given to the layouc.

Taking inspiration from the scheme they had left behind in their previous home,
Stmone and Keith began to think about how they could improve the room in their
new house. “We decided to instruct our builder Adrian Mannion from Sherlock
Building Contractors to remove the archway that led to the breakfast room to
make extra space. We also chose to add more natural light by installing a set of
French windows at the other end of the room, where the sink had previously stood,
and blocked up the kitchen’s door to the garden, which was taking up space along
one wall,” explains Simone, mum to Ella, eight, and Sam, six.

Keen to replicate the hand-painted cabinetry of their previous kitchen, the
couple decided to visit the showroom of local firm, Handmade Kitchen Co. There
they were introduced to designer Nick Bridger and couldn’ help but admire che
beautiful painted scheme that he had on display. “The furniture was exacty what

we wanted and it helped that Nick was so friendly and really listened to what we
were saying,’ remembers Keith, who is a private banker.

Nick paid the couple a visit to look at the space they had and was quick to offer
advice. ‘He explained to us that if we had a wooden floor, which is what we
originally wanted, and somewhere sprung a leak, rhe boards would just absorb the
water and the damage would spread very quickly. We chose a wood look-alike
instead and you can't tell the difference,” says Simone. ‘No one really tells you this
sort of thing unless you ask, so he was a mine of information.’

Although Keith handles the majority of the cooking, Simone was eager to be as
involved as possible with the planning of the room, especially because she wanted
to prevent the galley-shaped kitchen from looking like a long corridor. To avoid
this, Nick advised the couple to have their solid oak worktops cut to follow
the contours of the cabinerry below and added an elegant overmande to frame the
smart dual-fuel range cooker, crearing a further point of interest in the space.

The result is a beautiful, country-style kitchen painted in sage and cream by
Mick Carter Decorators & Sons to mimic the surrounding garden. ‘It is a cliché
but our guests always congregate here if it’s our turn for Sunday lunch or we're
having friends over, even if all we do is watch Keith cook! I almost wish we hadn't
wasted the money knocking down the wall between our formal dining room and
the reception room, as we never really use them any more,” reveals Simone. &
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Simone’s traditional-style
cupboards have been fin

with stepped-edge cornicing
at the top to enhance the
period feel. The subtle pewter
knob and cup handles

were supplied by Handmade
Kitchen Co. An expanse of
worktop is perfect for making
breakfast as it is opposite the
fridge freezer and out of the

way of the main working area

RIGHT Located at the end
of a run of cabinetry, a large

pantry cupboard boasts curved
shelves and stainless-steel racks

_for Keith's many herbs and spices
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