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A brush
with fate

Louise Osborne and Gregory Knight
found the right colour for their kitchen,
but it was more by accident than design

| ouwsa Osbome and her partner Gregory Knight share their beautiful Victorian manor house with
daughter Dlivia, 10, teenagers Victona and Charlie and newly arrived baby Sophia. With such a
targe family, the kitchen was nafurally afways busy, but until very recantly, if couldn't quite accom-
maodaie the rigours of a fast-paced family [fe. ‘The building itself is quite large, but the kitchen we
had Inherited was surprisingly small in proportion to the rest of the property,” expéains Gregory, ‘Eventually
‘we came to realise that unless we took steps to enlarge the space, it would always restrict our day-to-day
Ives, 50 we decided to maka some drastic structural changes.'

With this in mind, a generous extension was concaived that would house a new dining area and increase
the floor space of the existing kitchen by & third. It was also declded that additional space should be
reclaimed from a disused pantry to madmiss the potential of the new layout. Three months of bullding
work ensued and it was during this time that Louise iregory commissioned kitchen designer Mick
Bridger to transform their hopes for the new kitchen into reaity. "We wanted a vary traditional kitchen that
Incorporated fots of freestanding furniture, particulary an [sland unit. Our tast kitchen was blessed with one
50w know how beneficial they can be. Mot only are they very practical, but with such a large family, It's
nice to have somewhere o congragate and spand tima together,' smiles Loulse

Loutse and Gregary werz kaen for the kitchen to absorh the style of its sugroundings. 'The house is vary
much shabby chic and It was important to ws that the kitchen followed suit so that it would intearate with
jecor in the rast of the bullding,’ explains Gregory.

With this in mind, the coupla had the units painted several times fo get fne right colour combination
nging our minds 20 often did create a few problems at the fime, but the reason we were so parficular
is that we didn't want a cream kilchen. However, that's exactly what we have now, The different layers of
paint have resutted in & lovely colour combination that we really Bke and probably couldn't have m
achisved if we'd tried,’ says Louise, 'so now we look on It as more of a blessing in disgulse, LN

The room's traditional
theme is emphasised by
the butler sink and bridge mixer
tap. Drawers and cupboards
ware made in a variety of shapes
and sizes in order to reinforca tha
idea of freestanding fumiture

Shaker-inspired cabinet fronts and
a distressed painted finish combine
to create a kitchen that looks as

if it has evolved over time and

acquired the genuine patina of use.

The impressive island and overlicad
batterie de cuisine forn: the main
focus of the roon, The slate fisor
tiles came from Fired Eartht




£ With such a large family,,,,}f‘ i e'"q . a\fe somewhere

‘avourite
appliance is the Aga
because it enables lim
and Louise to cook with
versatility and efficiency,
especially when they are
entertaining. The island
g Louise keeps her dinner
- plates on display in this
wall-mounted rack. The fact
that they are not stacked
on top of one another helps
to protact tham from chipping.

Similar dinnerware is available
from The Country Cupboard

has two open ends for
display purposes, while
utensils hang from a
batterie de cuisine above
for added visual interest.
‘Tt was important to
ensure the kitchen was
in keeping with the
character of the house,”

To create the look of -
shabby chic that Louise I
was 50 keen 1o achieve, she got

M Carter & Sans of Harlow to
‘age’ the cabinatry, Several
shades of cream paint were
applied over a layer of blue and
then sanded back. The handies
came from Finesse Fittings

explains Louise. The
_multi-coloured wall tiles
came from Firved Earth
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time together

'The island
has another sink,
which is very
handy when I'm

etables or when we
need extra capacity because
there's a lot going on '
Louise Osborne

Loulse and Gregory's manor house was
Iuiilt during the 1700s and the couple’s
new kitchen fits in perfectly with its period style

Where to buy 0845712 5207
500754 0845 366 0400
01708 526361

01291 650738 01207
01279 301189 0870 512 3090
01296 748755 020 BATS 6060

APPLIANCES (shown)
» Four-oven natural gas-fired Aga
and module, from
2 huilt-in mic

APPLIANCES (ot shown)

® Built-under freezer, Nef £d442

o Fully int ing machine, Meff i i)

GUIDE PRICE

» Starting price for a Handmada k E12,000

FEATURE MELINDA TUZA PHOTOGRAPHY NEIL DAWIS
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